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the position of the villein, whatever its drawbacks, was
sufficiently equitable on the whole to induce him to abide
on the manor, rather than abandon his holding and expose
himself to all the risks of the unknown world beyond.    In
the second place, the world beyond offered scanty prospects
to incline the peasant to throw away a substantial holding
for acres in Utopia.    After the Black Death both conditions
were reversed.    The tenant in villeinage was no longer con-
tented with his lot, for the burden of his responsibilities
remained  unchanged   although  his  household  was  sadly
diminished in numbers.    This alone, however, would not
have sufficed to drive the villein from his heritage, and the
determining factor in the situation was the new induce-
ments which urged him to relinquish his holding and seek
his fortunes farther afield.    Confronted with ruin, their land
bare of inhabitants, their harvests rotting on the ground1,
the lords were driven to every device by which to attract
settlers to their estates2.    Sometimes not a single tenant
survived on the manor, and on court rolls appeared the
significant entry3:   " No one is willing to buy or hire the
land of the dead tenant ".    No less eloquent is the passage
in  the   Eynsham  Cartulary*,  which relates   how in  1349
scarce two tenants remained on the manor of Woodeaton,
and they would have withdrawn if the abbot had not" entered
into fresh agreements with them ".    In this evil plight the
lords were ready to accept as free tenants the fugitives from
neighbouring manors, in order to induce them to take up the
holdings which were left upon their hands and repopulate
the manor.    The feverish rivalry of the lords for possession
of the labourers left the latter masters of the situation, and
placed them in a position to dictate their own terms and
claim a monopoly value for their services.    Moreover the
cloth trade was beginning to afford a fresh opening to restless
1  Chronicon Henrici Knighton (Rolls Series), ii. 62.
2  At Forncett 250 acres of land reverted to the lord, and were let by
him to new tenants :    Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, N.S.
xiv. 126.
3  Gasquet, The Black Death, 116, 117.    At Stepney (Victoria County
History, Middlesex, ii. 78) no less than 105 tenements were vacated in 1349.
4  Eynsham Cartulary, ii. 19.